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THE DESTINIES of Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin were
inextricably intertwined. From the very first day when the
threadbare youngster had stood before America's representative
in England, the two lovers of liberty had labored in a common
cause. They sought the same end, but with a difference. The
portly Franklin, with tongue in cheek, dispensed his puritanic
maxims for the masses whilst he himself dallied with the deca-
dent aristocracy. Paine, on the other hand, wrote with a sincer-
ity so deep it lent to his eye an almost fanatical gleam.

"Where liberty is, there is my country/9 Franklin said.

"Where liberty is not, there is my country," Paine replied.

Together they had drafted a new constitution for the state of
Virginia. Now they had come to France to negotiate a loan for
the newborn Republic, each working in his own way. Franklin
paced out a minuet in gilded and tapestried salons, kissing titled
hands and regaling royalty with his salty humor. Paine spent his
time amongst the people, writing and speaking at every possible
opportunity, unsparing of himself in the pursuance of his goaL
He lived and worked in meager lodgings.

At last Benjamin Franklin and Tom Paine accomplished their
purpose. At Brest a ship lay at anchor, laden with silver. On the
morrow she would set sail for the States. Paine's eyes turned wist-
fully toward the white cliffs of Dover. He longed to take his ideas
to England, to stir in the hearts of his former countrymen the will
to freedom. Reluctantly, however, he allowed himself to be per-
suaded that England was not ready, and that America still had
great need of his services.

There was much to be done. A liberal Society of Political
Study had to be organized. The Bank of North America had to
be curtailed in its activities so that it would not threaten the very
structure of the Republic.

And the young Republic offered tangible proof of its apprecia-